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SUBJ: FAA TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

1. SINCE NOVEMBER 1971, THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION AND THE VENEZUELAN MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS 
(MOP), SPECIFICALLY THE MAIQUETIA AIRPORT PROJECT OFFICE, 

HAVE HAD A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH MOP HAS 
REQUESTED FAA EXPERTS TO COME TO VENEZUELA AS TECHNICAL 
ADVISORS. FAA RECEIVES FULL REIMBURSEMENT 

FOR ALL COSTS INCLUDING THE EXPERTS' SALARIES AND 
BENEFITS. A NUMBER OF TEAMS AND INDIVIDUAL EXPERTS HAVE 
BEEN IN VENEZUELA AND MOP VALUES FAA ASSISTANCE AND ADVICE 
HIGHLY. 

2. THE MAIQUETIA AIRPORT EXPANSION PROJECT HAS NOW 
REACHED A CRITICAL STAGE AND MOP HAS REQUESTED THE PERMANENT 
PRESENCE OF AN FAA ADVISOR FOR A PERIOD OF AT LEAST 

ONE YEAR. SINCE INTERNAL GOV APPROVAL OF THE ORIGINAL 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT REQUIRED ALMOST A FULL YEAR, 

MOP HAS REQUESTED FAA COOPERATON IN AMENDING THE ORIGINAL 
MEMORANDUM INSTEAD OF NEGOTIATING A NEW MEMORANDUM. 

FAA APPEARS TO BE IN AGREEMENT WITH THIS. 

3. THE URGENCY IS ACCENTUATED BY PRESIDENT PEREZ' 

RECENT ORDERS TO ACCELERATE ALL CIVIL AVIATION PROJECTS AS 
MUCH AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF 
FURTHER ACCIDENTS SUCH AS THE ONE WHICH OCCURED RECENTLY 
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4. FAA INTENDS TO APPROACH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WITHIN 
THE NEAR FUTURE TO CLARIFY THE POSITION OF THE FAA 

EXPERT. THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT THE AMENDED MEMORANDUM OF 
AGREEMENT AS DRAWN UP BETWEEN FAA AND MOP BE USED TO FACILITATE 
THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO BE CONTINUED AND NOT INTERRUPTED. 

IN ADDITION, HOWEVER, THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER 
THE DESIRABILITY OF A FORMAL EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN THE 
EMBASSY AND THE MFA TO CLARIFY THE OFFICIAL STATUS OF THE 
FAA ADVISOR AND ASSURE THAT HE IS GRANTED FREE ENTRY AND OTHER 
PRIVILEGES SIMILAR TO OTHER MEMBERS OF THE OFFICIAL U.S. 

GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY IN VENEZUELA. THE DRAFT AGREEMENT FOR 
PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORS NOW UNDER NEGOTIATION WITH THE 
GOV PROVIDES A COMPARABLE PRECEDENT. THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS 
THAT THE STATUS OF OFFICIAL ADVISORS OF THIS TYPE BE 
STANDARDIZED INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE. 
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